
THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF PAUL 
THE APOSTLE 

SESSION FOUR: A EUROPEAN 
ENTRYWAY   

(Painting is “The Philosopher” or “Saint 
Paul” by Vincenzo Gemito, 1917.) 

   
QUESTIONS: 

1) As Paul is settled in Tarsus for a decade, who becomes the main 
character of the Book of Acts? 

2) In what city did Cornelius, the Roman centurion, live? 

3) Which Apostle (a believer personally acquainted with Jesus) was 
martyred by Herod Agrippa, the first Apostle to die for the faith? 

4) Two Antiochs are named in the Book of Acts One known as Pisidian 
Antioch, one one known as ____________ Antioch? 

5) Who traveled with Paul and Barnabas as they set out on their first 
missionary journey? 

6) Which historian references a Palestinian famine during the reign of the 
Roman Emperor Claudius? 

7) Name one (or both) of the Greco-Roman gods the people of Lystra 
confused Paul and Barnabas for. 

8) Why does Luke revert to “Barnabas and Paul” at the Jerusalem Council 
instead of the established, “Paul and Barnabas?” 

9) The Great Jerusalem Council was convened to address what primary 
concern? 

10) By midway through the Book of Acts, who is considered the leader of 
the Jerusalem church? 
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CONTEXT 

As Paul’s Second Missionary Journey begins, it is circa 48-50 AD.  

• The Jerusalem Council has convened;  

• Paul writes the Book of Galatians; 

• The Roman Emperor Claudius expels all the Jews from Rome. 

CONFLICT 

Acts 15:36-41 - Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back 
and visit the believers in all the towns where we preached the word of the 
Lord and see how they are doing.” Barnabas wanted to take John, also 
called Mark, with them, but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because 
he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the 
work. They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. 
Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, but Paul chose Silas and left, 
commended by the believers to the grace of the Lord. He went through 
Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 

John Mark is first mentioned in Acts 12 as a member of the Jerusalem 
church. He is a cousin to Barnabas. He would return to Paul’s good graces, 
and is considered by tradition to be the author of the Gospel of Mark. 

Silas, Paul’s chosen replacement for Barnabas, is a Jerusalem church 
leader mentioned in Acts, in 1 Thessalonians, and in 1 Peter. After this 
second missionary journey, he disappears from the Acts account. 

COMPANIONS 

In Acts 16:1-5, Paul and Silas make their way across Asia Minor, a second 
time for Paul, and take on Timothy, from Lystra, as an apprentice. Timothy 
would prove to be an indispensable companion for Paul. He is mentioned in 
the Book of Hebrews, sometime after Paul’s death, and tradition has him 
settling in Ephesus as that congregation’s leader. 

With Timothy and Silas, Paul is directed toward Europe by a vision (Acts 
16:9-10). Hereafter, Luke joins the mission team. Only Timothy appears to 
be closer to Paul for the remainder of his life, as Luke will accompany Paul 
and many of his further journeys. 
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Paul who to Luke as a physician in Colossians 4. He is likely a Gentile. He 
and Paul are the best educated authors of the New Testament. He is the 
author of the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts, both addressed to 
“Theophilus.” 

CIRCULAR ROUTE 

Paul and his associates make six major stops on the second missionary 
journey, four of which that have been a part of Christian literature ever 
since: Philippi, Thessalonica, Corinth, and Ephesus. 
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STOP 1: Philippi, Acts 16:11-40 

• Philippi was “a Roman colony and a 
leading city”   

• Philippi is the location of the first 
European converts to Christ 

• P h i l i p p i w a s a n i n t e n t i o n a l , 
confrontational stop by Paul 

STOP 2: Thessalonica, Acts 17:1-9 

• Thessalonica was a strategic choice of stops by Paul  

• The “jealousy” of the synagogue attendees became a major conflict 

STOP 3: Berea, Acts 17:10-15 

• Berea is a stop made of necessity, for safety  

• The Bereans are “noble” and receptive 

• Paul and his associates are scattered by threats from the 
Thessalonians, and part ways in multiple directions  

STOP 4: Athens (Paul alone), Acts 17:16-33 

• Silas and Timothy remain in Macedonia, apparently Luke as well 

• Paul has a rigorous debate - unlike any other in his career while in 
Athens 

• Timothy rejoins Paul temporarily before being sent to the Thessalonica 

STOP 5: Corinth, (Acts 18:1-17).  

• Aquila and Priscilla join the effort 

• Silas and Timothy come from Macedonia 

• Paul would make Corinth his home for a year and a half 
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•  Corinth was another strategic choice by Paul 

• Corinth was the home to the Temple of Aphrodite 

• From Corinth Paul would write his letters to the Thessalonians 

STOP 6: Ephesus, Acts 18:18-21 

• This is Paul’s return from Europe and the fulfillment of a “vow” 

• Aquila and Priscilla stay behind in Ephesus 

CONCLUSION 

• Paul, Silas, and Timothy make landfall at Caesarea; they go “up” to 
Jerusalem; and return “down” to Antioch 

• This journey has taken some three years and covered 3,000 miles 

• Paul has now written Galatians, 1 Thessalonians, and 2 Thessalonians  

• John Mark and Luke, by this time, are gathering material that will 
contribute to their gospel accounts  

• It is likely that James, the brother of Jesus, has written the letter that 
bears his name 

• Paul, restless as usual, will launch a third missionary journey within a 
year 
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