
THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF PAUL 
THE APOSTLE 

SESSION FIVE: THE THIRD TIME’S A 
CHARM   

(Painting is “The Philosopher” or “Saint 
Paul” by Vincenzo Gemito, 1917.) 

   
QUESTIONS: 

1) Which Roman Emperor expelled the Jews from Rome, circa 50AD? 

2) Over who did Paul and Barnabas part ways? 

3) Who Joined Paul and Silas in their missionary work at Lystra? 

4) As the narrative of Acts moves back and forth from “they” to “we,” who 
has joined or left the mission party? 

5) “Theophilus” means _______________________. 

6) Paul made six major stops as he circled the Aegean Sea. Four of those 
cities he would later write to. Name at least two of them. 

7) Philippi was a Roman colony reconstituted and populated by Roman 
war veterans who served which Emperor? 

8) In what deeply philosophical town did Paul give a speech like none 
other in his career? 

9) Ancient Corinth had a temple dedicated to which Greco-Roman 
goddess? 

10) It is estimated that Paul’s second missionary journey took __________ 
years and covered ______________ miles? 

At the beginning of Paul’s Third Missionary Journey, it is circa 53 AD; Paul 
has been a follower of The Way for 20 years and he is around 50 years old.  
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“They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila…When they 
asked him to spend more time with them, he declined. But as he left, he 

promised, ‘I will come back if it is God’s will’…After spending some time in 
Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to place 

throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the 
disciples.” - From Acts 18 

“A” IS FOR APOLLOS 

Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. 
He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. He 

had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor 
and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of 
John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and 

Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the 
way of God more adequately. When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the 
brothers and sisters encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to 

welcome him. When he arrived, he was a great help to those who by grace 
had believed. For he vigorously refuted his Jewish opponents in public 
debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah. (Acts 

18:24-28) 

“While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and 
arrived at Ephesus…Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there 

for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God…He took 
the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of 

Tyrannus. This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who 
lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.” - Acts 19 

“B” IS FOR BREAK  

“After all this had happened, Paul decided to go to Jerusalem, passing 
through Macedonia and Achaia. ‘After I have been there,’ he said, ‘I must 

visit Rome also.' He sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to 
Macedonia, while he stayed in the province of Asia a little longer.”- Acts 

19:21-22  

“After I go through Macedonia, I will come to you - for I will be going 
through Macedonia. Perhaps I will stay with you for a while, or even spend 
the winter, so that you can help me on my journey, wherever I go. For I do 
not want to see you now and make only a passing visit; I hope to spend 

some time with you, if the Lord permits. But I will stay on at Ephesus until 
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Pentecost, because a great door for effective work has opened to me, and 
there are many who oppose me.” - 1 Corinthians 16:5-9 

The Temple of Artemis in Ephesus was one of the Seven Ancient Wonders 
of the World, with a cult of worship 
going back more than 1500 years. 
Artemis, matriarch of the Amazons, 
was the goddess of light and life, 
childbirth and fertility, yet she was 
perpetually a virgin.  
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It is likely that the two years spent in Ephesus included prison time, and 
from that time came the next four letters that Paul would write: Ephesians; 
Philippians; Philemon; and Colossians. 

“When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the disciples and, after 
encouraging them, said goodbye and set out for Macedonia. He traveled 
through that area, speaking many words of encouragement to the people, 

and finally arrived in Greece, where he stayed three months. Because 
some Jews had plotted against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, 
he decided to go back through Macedonia…Then, we sailed from Philippi 

after the Festival of Unleavened Bread, and five days later joined the 
others.” - From Acts 20 

Paul’s Letters Thus Far:  

• Galatians - at Antioch, after his first missionary journey 
• Thessalonian Letters - at Corinth, during second missionary journey 
• 1 Corinthians - at Ephesus, during third missionary journey 
• Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon - during Ephesian 

imprisonment 
• 2 Corinthians - in Macedonia, after leaving Ephesus, during third 

missionary journey 
• Romans - at Corinth, near the end of the third missionary journey 

“C” IS FOR COMPLETION  

“Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to 
avoid spending time in the province of 
Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach 
Jerusalem…From Miletus, Paul sent to 
Ephesus for the elders of the church. 
When they arrived, he said to them: ‘I 
served the Lord with great humility and 
with tears and in the midst of severe 
testing by the plots of my Jewish 
opponents…I have declared to both Jews 
and Greeks that they must turn to God in 
repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. And now, compelled by the 
Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem…None of you…will ever see me again.”  

“After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to sea.”  - From 
Acts 20 and 21:1
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