
THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF 
PAUL THE APOSTLE 

SESSION SIX: “WHEN IN 
ROME…”   

(Painting is “The Philosopher” or 
“Saint Paul” by Vincenzo Gemito, 

1917.) 
   

QUESTIONS: 

1) Apollos was a Greek Jew from which Egyptian city? 

2) The Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures is called the 
____________________. 

3) ____________________ was likely Paul’s traveling companion across 
Asia Minor to Ephesus. 

4) How long did Paul remain in Ephesus? 

5) Demetrius, a silversmith, crafted shrines to honor which goddess, the 
most important in Ephesus? 

6) That Paul had an especially difficult time in Ephesus is demonstrated in 
which of his letters, written immediately after leaving the city?  

7) Philemon, an individual to whom Paul wrote, lived in what city? 

8) Paul’s letter to the church at Rome (Romans), was likely written from 
which Greek city? 

9) Paul avoided Ephesus for the remainder of his travels, and likely the 
rest of his life; yet, he met the Ephesian church elders at which seaport 
town? 

10) While Paul’s third missionary journey was not his last long-distance trip, 
it is the last recorded journey that Paul makes of his own volition. Why? 
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A RECAP 

• Saul of Tarsus was a young, talented, zealous Pharisee who made it his 
ambition to stamp out what he say as the heresy of “The Way.” 

• Saul is confronted by the risen Christ on his way to Damascus and must 
reassess all he has believed. 

• As messenger to the Gentiles (now Paul), makes three epic journeys 
across Asia Minor and into Europe, over the course of 10 or 12 years, 
planting churches and writing letters that would, in time, become 
regarded as Scripture.  

• Three assumptions: 1) Paul’s main theological argument is the creation 
of a new humanity. 2) Paul was more mystic than theologian. 3) Paul’s 
Pro-Christ position was very much an Anti-Roman Imperialism position.” 

Thus, we arrive at circa 57 AD. Paul has come to Jerusalem for the last 
time, having completed his third missionary journey.   

PAUL IN JERUSALEM (Acts 21:17-23:35) 

Acts 21:17-20: “17 When we arrived at Jerusalem, the brothers and sisters 
received us warmly. 18 The next day Paul and the rest of us went to see 
James, and all the elders were present. 19 Paul greeted them and reported 
in detail what God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 
20 When they heard this, they praised God.” 
 

A c t s 2 1 : 2 7 - 2 8 : 
“27 Some Jews from 
the province of Asia 
s a w P a u l a t t h e 
temple. They stirred up 
the whole crowd and 
s e i z e d h i m , 
28 shouting, ‘Fellow 
Israelites, help us! This 
i s t h e m a n w h o 
t e a c h e s e v e r y o n e 
everywhere against 
our people and our law 
and this place.’” 
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Acts 22:22-25 - “22 The crowd listened to Paul until he said this. Then they 
raised their voices and shouted, ‘Rid the earth of him! He’s not fit to live!’ 
23 As they were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and flinging dust into 
the air, 24 the commander ordered that Paul be taken into the barracks. He 
directed that he be flogged and interrogated in order to find out why the 
people were shouting at him like this. 25 As they stretched him out to flog 
him, Paul said to the centurion standing there, ‘Is it legal for you to flog a 
Roman citizen who hasn’t even been found guilty?’” 

IN CAESAREA (Acts 24:1-26:32) 

Caesarea Maritime was built by Herod the Great in honor of Caesar 
Augustus (Octavian). It was the headquarters for all of Roman Palestine.  

While this study supposes that Paul wrote his prison epistles in Ephesus 
(Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon), there is plenty of 
evidence to believe he wrote those letters over his two year period in 
Caesarea. The red circle is the Roman administrative headquarters that 
also included a temple to the “Divine Augustus,” and was the location of the 
discovery of the “Pilate Stone” in 1961. 
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Acts 25:9-12 “9 Festus, wishing 
to do the Jews a favor, said to 
Paul, ‘Are you willing to go up to 
Jerusalem and stand trial before 
me there on these charges?’ 
10 Paul answered: 'I am now 
standing before Caesar’s court, 
where I ought to be tried. I have 
not done any wrong to the 
Jews, as you yourself know very 
well. 11 If, however, I am guilty 
of doing anything deserving 
death, I do not refuse to die. But 
if the charges brought against 

me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me over to 
them. I appeal to Caesar!’ 12 After Festus had conferred with his council, 
he declared: 'You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!’” 

IN TRANSIT (Acts 27:1-28:14) 

Acts 27:8-15: “We moved along the coast with difficulty and came to a 
place called Fair Havens…9 Much time had been lost, and sailing had 
already become dangerous because by now it was after the Day of 
Atonement. So Paul warned them, 10 'Men, I can see that our voyage is 
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going to be disastrous and bring 
great loss to ship and cargo, and to 
our own lives also.’ 11 But the 
centurion, instead of listening to 
what Paul said, followed the advice 
of the pilot and of the owner of the 
ship. 12 Since the harbor was 
unsuitable to winter in, the majority 
decided that we should sail on, 
hoping to reach Phoenix and winter 
there. 13 When a gentle south wind 
began to blow, they saw their 

opportunity; so they weighed anchor 
and sailed along the shore of Crete. 14 Before very long, a wind of 
hurricane force, called the Northeaster, swept down from the island. 15 The 
ship was caught by the storm and could not head into the wind; so we gave 
way to it and were driven along.” 

This trip should have 
taken about a month. 
B u t w i t h t h e h a r d 
traveling and shipwreck 
and missing the winter 
window, it probably took 
six to eight months. After 
t h e t w o y e a r 
imprisonment and the 
sea voyage, it’s likely the 
Spring of 60 AD when 
Paul arrives in Rome.  

IN ROME (Acts 28:15-30) 

Acts 28: “30 For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented 
house and welcomed all who came to see him. 31 He proclaimed the 
kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ - with all boldness 
and without hindrance!” 

While this study supposes that Paul wrote his prison epistles in Ephesus 
(Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon), there is plenty of 
evidence to believe he wrote those letters over his two year period in 
Rome.
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